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A better way forward




MICHELIN SAYS “TAKE FIVE” FOR TIRE SAFETY
GREENVILLE, S.C. – Michelin asks consumers to join the safety team by taking five minutes per month to inspect their tires and check tire air pressure. 
Michelin, the world’s leading tire company, has the most extensive technical resources, research facilities, proving grounds and consumer satisfaction awards in the industry. But, for all of its technical prowess, there are some things that even Michelin can’t do, like checking the tire pressure, tread wear and alignment on your vehicle every month.
“At Michelin, we are working every day to develop the latest technologies and innovations for our consumers,” said Mike Wischhusen, technical communication director for Michelin North America. “We encourage all drivers to ‘take five’ minutes per month to regularly check their tire inflation pressures and visually inspect their tires. Tires are very important to driving safety and everyone should be involved.”
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reports that more than one-quarter of all American passenger vehicles have at least one seriously underinflated tire and nearly 10 percent of vehicles have at least one seriously worn tire with less than 2/32nds of an inch of tread.

Take Five:

1. Set tires to the correct pressure as indicated on the vehicle manufacturer sticker located on the door jamb or in the owner’s manual.

2. Check the tire tread depth by placing a penny upside down in your tire’s shallowest groove. If you can see the top of Abraham Lincoln’s head, you have less than 2/32nds of an inch in tread depth. Time to buy new tires.

3. Inspecting tires monthly helps spot damage, wear and improper inflation pressures. If something doesn’t look right, take your car to a tire dealer for closer inspection.

4. Replace tires when necessary, preferably four at a time. If you are only replacing two tires, mount them on the rear axle.

5. Proper alignment is important. Have your suspension realigned when you buy new tires or notice uneven wear. Poor alignment can very quickly wear out tires and adversely affect gas mileage.

Michelin offers two easy steps to help consumers maintain their tires. “Tire registration is something that only takes a few minutes, but it is something that the large majority of consumers overlook,” said Wischhusen. “Registering your new tires, like any product, ensures there is a record of your purchase in the event the product needs to be replaced.”
The online form requires that the consumers enter their and the tire dealer’s contact information along with critical tire information including the number of tires, and the Department of Transportation (DOT) codes found on the sidewall of each tire. The online tire registration is located on the Michelin® passenger car site, www.MichelinMan.com and features clear instructions for completing the form and locating the required DOT codes. Consumer information is maintained according to Michelin’s strict privacy policy.

Dedicated to the improvement of sustainable mobility, Michelin designs, manufactures and sells tires for every type of vehicle, including airplanes, automobiles, bicycles, earthmovers, farm equipment, heavy-duty trucks, motorcycles and the space shuttle. The company also publishes travel guides, hotel and restaurant guides, maps and road atlases. Headquartered in Greenville, S.C., Michelin North America (www.michelin-us.com) employs 20,900 and operates 18 major manufacturing plants in 16 locations.
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