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FACT SHEET

What is the Downy Touch of Comfort program?
P&G’s Downy fabric softener, in partnership with Quilts for Kids, Inc., has launched the Downy Touch of Comfort program in order to bring comfort and security to hospitalized children.  This program will deliver personalized, handmade quilts to children in Children’s Miracle Network hospitals nationwide, helping to give them comfort when they need it most.  Chandra Wilson, a mother of three and star of “Grey’s Anatomy,” has joined Downy’s efforts to try and comfort as many children as possible.
Why did Downy create the “Touch of Comfort” program?

Each year in the United States, children account for more than six million hospital stays and must confront the challenges associated with being away from the comforts of home.  This program helps remind people that it’s the small things and simple moments that mean the most.   

How can I help by purchasing a bottle of specially marked Downy?

With the purchase of specially marked Downy, you can help create and deliver handmade quilts to thousands of hospitalized children. Five cents from each specially marked bottle will help Quilts for Kids, Inc. continue bringing smiles to children during tough times. These bottles feature a new design that has a “quilted” label and Downy Touch of Comfort logo on the front and can be found at major mass retailers nationwide beginning in February 2010. 
How else can I get more involved in the program through Downy.com?

With the new enhancements to the Downy Touch of Comfort program, Downy.com now offers consumers new ways to engage in the program and witness first-hand the impact of bringing a smile to a hospitalized child’s face. On the site, consumers will find the new Downy Touch of Comfort documentary, “The Gift of Comfort,” which stars spokesperson Chandra Wilson and several affected children.  Additionally, the Web site hosts several new interactive features that give consumers an inside look at the program and allow them to add a “touch of comfort” in their own way:
· Order a quilt kit to create a quilt and send to Quilts for Kids, Inc. for distribution to a child in need
· Find information about how to make a direct donation to Quilts for Kids, Inc. 

· Find out how to contact your local Quilts for Kids, Inc. chapter to get directly involved

· Share your story about the quilt you have created or how the program has affected you 

Quick Facts:

· Six million children are hospitalized each year in the United States 

· Quilts for Kids has distributed over 60,000 quilts to hospitalized children worldwide
· Together, Downy and Quilts for Kids have donated thousands of quilts to children nationwide
· To amplify the Downy Touch of Comfort program, Downy plans to deliver 10,000 more quilts to children around the country
· Children’s Miracle Network includes 170 hospitals nationwide
· Quilts for Kids has saved millions of pounds of fabric from landfills 
· Since 2000, Quilts for Kids has spread to 50 chapters throughout the United States 

For more information, please contact:

Alyson Mazzarelli, DeVries Public Relations

212-891-0470/ amazzarelli@devries-pr.com  
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