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WOMEN & INFANTS HOSPITAL ANNOUNCES THE RESULTS OF ITS ONWARD CAMPAIGN –

THE LARGEST CAPITAL CAMPAIGN IN THE HOSPITAL’S HISTORY
The ONWARD Campaign, the largest capital campaign in Women & Infants Hospital’s 125-year history, has raised an unprecedented $22.7 million to support the construction of the largest single-family room neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) in the country. 

The hospital’s new state-of-the-art South Pavilion, home also to 30 rooms for high-risk obstetric patients, was formally dedicated today.

The co-chairs of the ONWARD Campaign, Anne and Michael Szostak, credit five separate challenge grants with propelling the Campaign far beyond its original $16-million target.
 “The first ever challenge grant from The Champlin Foundations captured the hearts and minds of donors and sparked the commitment of four additional challenge grants from The Carter Family Charitable Trust (two challenges), Jack and Judith Remondi, and The Kresge Foundation,” says Anne Szostak. “These matching challenges of $4.5 million resulted in gifts totaling more than $9.5 million, or 45 percent of the ONWARD Campaign’s total.”
The response to the Campaign, notes Constance A. Howes, Women & Infants’ president and CEO, was tremendous.

“I am overwhelmed by the community’s response to this Campaign and the recognition of Women & Infants as a tremendous community resource. We’ve seen support from all over the state and the region. In addition, those closest to Women & Infants—employees, faculty, and community physicians—collectively contributed more than 10 percent of the gifts and pledges made to ONWARD,” Howes says. “We have been blessed to have the leadership of Anne and Michael Szostak as our Campaign co-chairs. They have worked tirelessly to bring together an extraordinary number of volunteers who have helped us to reach this unprecedented level of support.”

Senior Vice President for Philanthropy and Governance Karen A. Davie, who led the Campaign over the past five years, stresses that the ONWARD Campaign achieved many “firsts” in the hospital’s history.

“Through the efforts of an incredible team of dedicated trustees, volunteers and staff, the Campaign has resulted in more seven-, six-, and five-figure gifts than ever been received by the Hospital in any previous fund-raising activity,” Davie explains. “We received gifts from families who have been involved with Women & Infants for more than six generations and from a record number of new donors.  The South Pavilion stands as testimony to the power of the generosity of thousands of individuals who support the mission of Women & Infants.” 
Anne Szostak, who also serves as chairman of the Hospital’s Board of Trustees, recalls that in 2005, “Our original target was $16 million, the largest Campaign goal ever attempted by the hospital. In response to an early and significant outpouring of support from the community and a strong belief that this building was too important to the hospital, to the moms and these new babies, we exceeded our goal.” 
Women & Infants Hospital of Rhode Island, a Care New England hospital, is one of the nation’s leading specialty hospitals for women and newborns.  The primary teaching affiliate of The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University for obstetrics, gynecology and newborn pediatrics, Women & Infants is the seventh largest obstetrical service in the country with more than 9,000 deliveries per year.  Women & Infants has been designated as a Breast Center of Excellence from the American College of Radiography; a Center for In Vitro Maturation Excellence by SAGE In Vitro Fertilization; and a Neonatal Resource Services Center of Excellence.  It is one of the largest and most prestigious research facilities in high risk and normal obstetrics, gynecology and newborn pediatrics in the nation, and is a member of the National Cancer Institute’s Gynecologic Oncology Group.  The hospital was named Rhode Island’s Best Place to Work by Providence Business News and a National Center of Excellence in Women’s Health by the federal government.  For information about Women & Infants, log on to www.womenandinfants.org, and for the name of a physician on the Women & Infants’ staff, call the Health Line at 1-800-921-9299.
