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Olga Pasick 
Lost her son David to Meningococcal Meningitis 
“My son, David, was 13-years-old when meningococcal meningitis tragically took his life.  It was only after his death that I learned vaccination may have saved him,” says Olga Pasick.

“In September 2004, I knew that David – a typically outgoing and healthy teen – was very sick.  He had a high fever and was vomiting throughout the night,” says Olga.  
The next morning, Olga and her husband took David to the pediatrician where he was diagnosed with meningococcal meningitis and sent straight to the emergency room, but despite best efforts, he died within hours.  “Because this disease attacks so fast, it can be deadly and so devastating,” says Olga. “My son didn’t have to die.  If David had been vaccinated, he might still be here today.” 

Since David’s death, Olga has made it her personal mission to help educate other families about the dangers of meningococcal meningitis and the importance of prevention.  She has joined the National Meningitis Association’s “Moms on Meningitis” and has testified in front of public health authorities about the importance of vaccination.  “I am sharing my story with the world in hopes of saving other families from experiencing the same tragedy.”

Adolescents and young adults are at greater risk for contracting meningitis.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other leading medical groups recommend meningococcal vaccine for adolescents 11 through 18 years of age and college freshmen living in dormitories.
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