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Carye Wynn

Meningitis Survivor

“I almost died when I was just 5 years old,” says Carye Wynn, who contracted meningococcal meningitis in March 2000.  “Surviving my battle with meningitis was a miracle.”


It was just like any other day when Kathleen Wynn dropped her daughter, Carye, off at school.  Until later that day when she received a phone call that would change her life forever.  The afterschool counselor called and said Carye was pale and had a headache and neck pain.  “I took my daughter to the Emergency Room, but she was released,” says Kathleen.  “A few hours after returning home, I rushed Carye back to the hospital after she had been vomiting, and I noticed two red dots had appeared on her chest, both common symptoms of meningococcal disease.” 
Carye was diagnosed with meningococcal meningitis (swelling of the brain or spinal cord) and meningococcemia (blood infection).  “Carye was in the hospital for almost a month and on life support for 15 days.  The doctors thought she needed a kidney transplant,” says Kathleen.

After nine long months of painful treatments and dialysis, Carye’s kidneys healed and she ended up not needing a transplant.  However, when Carye returned to school, she had to relearn how to read, and she spent the next two years taking extra classes to catch up with her peers.  

“I am very fortunate to have survived meningitis,” says Carye.  Today, Carye is an active high school freshman - singing in choirs and participating in fencing competitions.  Carye and Kathleen work with the Meningitis Angels to help educate other families about meningitis and the importance of vaccination.  “Our hope is that no other family will have to go through what we did.” 
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