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Bob and Dee Dee Werner
Parents of Becky, Who Died of Meningococcal Disease

“I could not believe what was happening to our family,” says Bob Werner, whose daughter Becky died from meningococcal meningitis in February 2004.  “Becky started feeling sick on Tuesday and by Wednesday she was gone. It happens that fast.” 

Becky was a beautiful, outgoing, and vivacious college student, who loved animals – especially her dog Rocky – and playing volleyball.  Becky woke up one morning not feeling well.  Her parents, Bob and Dee Dee, suggested she stay at home from school to rest and drink plenty of fluids.  But later that night Becky’s condition worsened.  
“Becky didn’t have a fever and showed no outward signs of anything other than a virus.  Later that night she complained of not being able to see and seemed disoriented.  When her eyes started to roll back in her head, we knew something was very wrong and rushed her to the ER,” says Dee Dee.  “Just hours later, Becky slipped peacefully away.”

Meningitis can be difficult to recognize, especially in its early stages, because symptoms are similar to those of more common viral illnesses.  But unlike more common illnesses, the disease moves quickly and can cause death or disability in just a single day.

“This disease can sneak up on anyone’s child.  Vaccination might protect your child from the same fate and your family from the same sorrow,” says Bob.

Bob and Dee Dee created The Becky Werner Meningitis Foundation, Inc., and visit schools across the country to share Becky’s story to help educate about the importance of meningococcal vaccination.  
[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



MKT17682
[image: image3.jpg]
[image: image4.png]VOICES

OF MENINGITIS

AMeningococeal Disease Prevention Campaign
from the National Association of School Nurses

In collaboration with sanofi pasteur






[image: image5.jpg]


