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Backpacker Essentials – What You Need to Know
From Surfers Paradise to Subiaco, Broome to Brisbane, Australia is geared to budget travel. It’s easy to get around, with good networks of roads and public transport, and accommodation options range from five-star hotels to million-star camping.

Before you get here, though, you’ll need to apply for a visa. Depending on where you’re from and what you plan to do, you could be eligible for an ETA (Electronic Transfer Authority) that is simply issued by your travel agent when you buy your airline ticket. It’s even simpler for EU citizens – you can apply online for free. If you’re between 18 and 30 and staying for more than three months, or you want to work, it’s worth getting a Working Holiday Visa. It will allow you to work for up to four months over a 12-month period - and taking a casual job or two is the ideal way to help fund your travels.

It’s worth booking your first couple of nights accommodation before you land – just until you find your feet – but after that, you’ll meet travellers and locals who’ll give you the inside tips on the best places to stay and go.

Staying in hostels is the easiest way to hook into the travellers’ network. YHA and VIP Backpackers have hostels all over the country, ranging from beach shacks to flash-packers – the new YHA in Sydney shares the same view as the five-star Shangri-La Hotel next door!  There are countless independent hostels, B&Bs, motels and country pubs. Australians love camping, so there are camping and caravan parks right around the coast, many located right on the beachfront. 

You can also free camp in some places – just check the signs or local laws and be sure to ‘leave only footprints’. There aren’t many places in the world where you can spread your swag (bedroll) or pitch your tent beside a lily-strewn billabong or at the edge of a perfect golden beach and snooze beneath the Milky Way.

When it comes time to move, your options are defined by destination, distance and dollars. The distances in Australia can be on the long side – but they’re certainly not insurmountable. Greyhound and local buses, service metropolitan and regional centres, and hop-on-hop off mini-buses frequent the popular travellers’ routes, particularly along the east coast. 

If you’ve got the time and a couple of mates to share the costs - or you really want to get off the beaten track - look at renting or buying a car or campervan. There are heaps of companies that cater to backpackers – and you get the freedom to go wherever, whenever you like. There are also inter-city trains (you can cross the continent, east to west across the Nullarbor Plain and north to south via the Red Centre) and public transport systems in all the cities.

If you have limited time, or you’re travelling solo, you’re in good company: small group tour operators offer a huge variety of adventures, from cruising the party spots along the east coast to exploring deep into the outback wilderness.

Australia is a safe place to travel by world standards – but you still need to take the usual precautions with personal possessions and safety. Make sure to swim between the red and yellow flags on patrolled beaches; wear sturdy footwear when you’re in the bush; stick to the road rules and take notice of any warning signs at beaches, billabongs, rivers and rock pools.
Travelling in Australia is very much about the journey as much as the destination. It’s a wide, open, friendly place where throwing on a backpack and hitting the road will challenge, thrill, delight and intrigue you as few places on earth ever will. 

Visas and Immigration

· All visitors to Australia need a valid passport and visa. Citizens of over 30 countries can apply for an Electronic Travel Authority, which can be issued by any IATA-registered travel agent, or online, when you buy your airline ticket. An ETA is valid for stays of up to three months within a 12-month period from date of issue. 

· Citizens of EU countries can apply for an eVisitor authority to travel to Australia for up to three months. Application is free and available online.

· ETAs and eVisitors cannot be renewed or extended from within Australia. 

· Travellers between 18 and 30 can apply for a Working Holiday Visa allowing them to work for up to three months, at any job, in any part of Australia. Visas must be applied for before arriving in Australia. A Second Working Holiday Visa can extend your visit by 12 months and can be applied for from within Australia, but you must have completed a minimum of three months work in an eligible regional area.


Getting Here
· Many international airlines offer budget flights to Australia, and some add domestic air passes for travel within Australia. 

Getting around

· Jetstar, Virgin Blue and Tiger Airways are Australia’s domestic budget airlines. 
· Numerous companies rent vehicles to backpackers, or sell them on a guaranteed buy-back arrangement such as Wicked Campers and Travellers Autobarn. Remember that Australians drive on the left-hand side of the road.

· Greyhound buses operate around Australia on major routes. Bus passes allow you to create your own itinerary and hop on and off wherever you like. 

· Hop-on-hop-off bus services and small group tours such as Oz Experience, geared to backpackers, travel many of the popular travel routes. 

Accommodation

· There is an extensive network of camping and caravan parks around Australia, offering campsites and on-site vans or cabins, and it’s also possible to free-camp in some areas – check the local laws. 

· YHA has youth hostels across the country Joining VIP Backpackers gives access to accommodation and a discount card valid for travel, products and services. 

Work 

· General Backpacker Job recruitment: www.backpackaround.com.au/jobs.html
· Jobs in rural industries are advertised at:

· Harvest Trail: www.jobsearch.gov.au/HarvestTrail
· WWOOF: www.wwoof.com.au
Communications

· Use public phones or buy a pre-paid SIM card for your own mobile phone, and hook into the local network. Mobile coverage is limited in remote areas. 

· International calls from Australia are cheap – buy a phone card on arrival for local and international calls.

· Internet cafes are plentiful. There are also many places – such as public libraries and some hostels – where you can log on for free.

· Get tips and share stories with fellow travellers at sites such as Lonely Planet’s Thorn Tree and Tourism Australia’s Working Holiday Facebook page.
Electricity

· Australia works on 220-240 volts and a flat, three-pin plug, which is different to the UK plug. Bring an adaptor with you.

Health

· No special immunisations are required for entry to Australia, but check the WHO recommendations for immunisations before arrival and update your shots. 

· Medicare is the public health system in Australia. There are reciprocal healthcare agreements with New Zealand, the UK, Netherlands, Sweden, Finland, Italy, Malta and Ireland.

Insurance

· Don’t leave home without comprehensive travel insurance that covers you for loss of personal effects, medical care and expenses and cancellation costs.

Money

· The currency is the Australian Dollar. It’s generally easy to change foreign currency or travellers cheques, although they may be less readily accepted in remote areas. There are credit and debit card facilities all over the country.

Useful Links
Department of Immigration and Citizenship
www.immi.gov.au
YHA





www.yha.com.au
VIP Backpackers 



www.vipbackpackers.com
Greyhound




www.greyhound.com.au
Qantas





www.qantas.com.au
Jetstar





www.jetstar.com.au
Virgin Blue




www.virginblue.com.au
Tiger Airways 




www.tigerairways.com
Wicked Campers



www.wickedcampers.com.au
Travellers Autobarn



www.travellers-autobarn.com.au
Oz Experience




www.ozexperience.com
Harvest Trail




www.jobsearch.gov.au/HarvestTrail
WWOOF




www.wwoof.com.au
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