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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THIS OLD HOUSE® CELEBRATES 30th ANNIVERSARY SEASON WITH TWO BOSTON-BASED Projects 

PBS Series Partners with City of Boston 

for Roxbury Renovation 
CONCORD, Mass., (May 11, 2009) – It’s been three decades since This Old House first began giving viewers a behind-the-scenes look at the secrets of home renovation.  In honor of its 30th anniversary, producers of the Emmy-winning television series have selected two projects in the Boston area, where the show is based, to get the remodeling treatment.  The new season of This Old House premieres nationally on PBS Thursday, October 8, 2009 (check www.thisoldhouse.com/tvschedule or your local listings).

The more high profile of the two projects features an 1870s-era Second Empire in Roxbury, an urban neighborhood located in Boston.  For the Roxbury project, This Old House is partnering with the City of Boston and local non-profit Nuestra Comunidad Development Corporation to fully renovate a foreclosed and vacant property.  Nuestra Comunidad, an organization devoted to revitalizing Roxbury and other underserved areas of Greater Boston, recently acquired this home from a bank.  The plan is to divide the property into two separate units of affordable homes with the hope that two deserving families will move in as new owners once renovations are complete.

“The foreclosure crisis has been in the headlines, and it will also go down in the history books as one of the most challenging periods in the timeline of homeownership in America,” said This Old House senior series producer Deborah Hood.  “In Boston, we’ve fared better than some other cities but there are still hundreds of foreclosed and abandoned properties awaiting development, and displaced homeowners awaiting assistance.  We know this is a relevant and important story nationally and we felt it’s one we needed to share with our viewers.”

Boston’s Mayor Thomas M. Menino considers Roxbury to be one of the hardest hit areas for foreclosures in the City and is actively encouraging renovation to help stabilize neighborhoods that are at risk of slipping into dangerous decline.

“We’re pleased that This Old House has come back to its roots to feature a project that is really relevant to the work that we’re doing here in Boston around the issue of foreclosure,” said Mayor Thomas M. Menino.  “This once-beautiful home in Roxbury is an example of the devastation that foreclosure can cause in our neighborhoods.  Working with Nuestra Comunidad and other local organizations, we’re bringing this home back to life.”

- more -

The Roxbury home is an architectural gem that, despite its dilapidated condition, still has much of its period detail and charm intact.  The This Old House experts will work with members of the community, like general contractor David Lopes and architect Micheal Washington, to fully rehabilitate the property from top to bottom.  The project is shaping up to be one of the most significant transformations ever featured on the show. 

“This project truly is a neighborhood effort as revitalizing this area is important to not only the City but locals in the community as well,” said Hood.  “It’s a special partnership that we’re privileged to highlight during our 30th anniversary season.” 

Also joining forces with This Old House on the Roxbury project is YouthBuild Boston (local affiliate of YouthBuild USA), a non-profit organization that improves the lives of young adults, using innovative programs in the building trades that teach career and life skills to prepare them for the workforce.  Two members of YouthBuild Boston will work on the Roxbury project from start to finish while others from the organization will have the opportunity to assist the This Old House crew at different points throughout the process.

Brand-new episodes of the This Old House Roxbury project begin airing in the second half of the season in early 2010.  The This Old House Roxbury project also will be featured in upcoming issues of This Old House magazine.  Details for the other 30th anniversary project are scheduled to be announced by This Old House producers in the coming weeks. 
Thisoldhouse.com/webcams will feature progress of the Roxbury project 24/7 through four Webcams powered by EarthCam.  Visitors to www.thisoldhouse.com also will be able to access other special features, such as a “before” and “after” photo gallery, project overview, products and services information and a time-lapse archive where an in-depth look at the project's progress may be tracked once the transformation has concluded.  Viewers also can log on to oldhousemyhouse.thisoldhouse.com/ to get behind-the-scenes details in blogs from show producers and other project participants.

* * *

MEDIA CONTACTS
Dawn Newell



Tara Rafieymehr Pettinato 

Karen Affinito 

Senior Account Executive

Account Executive 


Senior Manager


WGBH Boston



WGBH Boston 



This Old House Ventures, Inc.

617-300-5344



617-300-5328



212-522-3740

dawn_newell@wgbh.org

tara_rafieymehr@wgbh.org

karen_affinito@timeinc.com
* * *

This Old House is produced by This Old House Productions, Inc., for This Old House Ventures, Inc., and is presented on PBS by WGBH Boston.  Vice President of Television Operations is Michael Burton.  Senior producer and director is David Vos and senior series producer is Deborah Hood.  Founder is Russell Morash.  Funding is provided by State Farm Insurance Companies.  Additional funders will be announced as confirmed.  This Old House is the No. 1 multimedia home enthusiast brand, offering trusted information and expert advice through award-winning television, a highly regarded magazine and an information-driven Web site.  This Old House Ventures, Inc., is a business of Time Inc., which is a wholly owned subsidiary of Time Warner.

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcasting producer, the source of fully one-third of PBS’s primetime lineup, along with some of public television’s best-known lifestyle shows and children’s programs and many public radio favorites.  For more information, visit www.wgbh.org.
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