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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Small Addition Yields big results for homeowners

on NEW SEASON OF pbs’ this old house®
Boston Suburb Provides Backdrop 

for First Project of Show’s 30th Anniversary Season
CONCORD, Mass., (June 22, 2009) – Producers of the Emmy Award-winning PBS home improvement series This Old House have chosen a 1915 Dutch Colonial in the Boston suburb of Newton Centre to be one of the projects featured on the show’s 30th anniversary season.  The second renovation project, which was announced last month, focuses on a foreclosed and vacant home in the urban Boston neighborhood of Roxbury.  The new season of This Old House premieres nationally on PBS Thursday, October 8, 2009 (check www.thisoldhouse.com/tvschedule or your local listings).

Homeowners Bill and Gillian Pierce purchased the Newton Centre property in 2004 largely because of its convenient location to the heart of town and its appealing period details.  Though they knew the tired home would need some freshening up and a floor plan more suitable for their family of four, the changes weren’t financially feasible right away.  Instead, the couple wisely spent the last few years saving money and preparing for this renovation.  

Working with local architect Paul Rovinelli, the family ultimately chose a smart and sensitive design that will add a modest 330-sq.-ft. over two floors, providing updated amenities that are respectful of the existing house’s character.  The new layout will create a house with better circulation; a beautiful eat-in kitchen with windows that visually connect to the backyard; a casual family room/den; an office upstairs that can double as a guest room and a small library located on the landing between the first and second floors.  
With a number of areas to address and a fixed budget, the family may face tough decisions along the way in order to stay on target and the question remains whether or not they can afford to do everything on their wish list.

“One of the intriguing aspects of this project is that the Pierce family is making renovation decisions to best stretch their dollar,” said This Old House Host Kevin O’Connor.  “In this economy, most Americans are finding they have to focus on needs versus wants and this project speaks directly to that challenge.”

In addition to the larger renovations, there are also a few maintenance issues and common repairs to the existing house that will be addressed along the way.  Installing a shower door in the master bathroom, fixing an old sink faucet, pruning overgrown trees, upgrading light fixtures and installing a new attic stairway are just a few of the smaller-scale projects that will also be featured.

- more -

Planning for future renovations and work will also be a theme throughout the season.  The show’s experts plan to advise the family on what planning should be done now in order to make certain projects, such as installing a central air conditioning unit, easier down the road.  The This Old House team will also offer advice on other landscaping that might include a master planting plan and preparations for a future backyard patio.
“Throughout the history of This Old House, the show has always tried to tell relevant stories and this season is no exception,” said This Old House senior series producer Deborah Hood.  “Both of our 30th anniversary projects reflect – in different ways – the current economic climate, and we hope that these episodes can provide our viewers with both insight and useful information they can apply to their own situations.”

Brand-new episodes of the This Old House Newton Centre project begin airing in October.  Episodes featuring the This Old House Roxbury project begin airing in the second half of the season in early 2010.  Both projects will also be featured in upcoming issues of This Old House magazine. 

Thisoldhouse.com/webcams will feature progress of the Newton Centre project 24/7 through four Webcams powered by EarthCam.  Visitors to www.thisoldhouse.com also will be able to access other special features, such as a “before” and “after” photo gallery, project overview, products and services information and a time-lapse archive where an in-depth look at the project's progress may be tracked once the transformation has concluded.  Viewers also can log on to oldhousemyhouse.thisoldhouse.com/ to get behind-the-scenes details in blogs from show producers and other project participants.  Viewers can also become a fan of This Old House on Facebook.
* * *
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This Old House is produced by This Old House Productions, Inc., for This Old House Ventures, Inc., and is presented on PBS by WGBH Boston.  Vice President of Television Operations is Michael Burton.  Senior producer and director is David Vos and senior series producer is Deborah Hood.  Series creator is Russell Morash.  Funding is provided by State Farm Insurance Companies.  Additional funders will be announced as confirmed.  This Old House is the No. 1 multimedia home enthusiast brand, offering trusted information and expert advice through award-winning television, a highly regarded magazine and an information-driven Web site.  This Old House Ventures, Inc., is a business of Time Inc., which is a wholly owned subsidiary of Time Warner.

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcasting producer, the source of fully one-third of PBS’s primetime lineup, along with some of public television’s best-known lifestyle shows and children’s programs and many public radio favorites.  For more information, visit www.wgbh.org.
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