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A MOM'S BACK-TO-SCHOOL GUIDE FOR CHILDREN'S SUCCESS 
Parents Play a Key Role in Helping Their Children Reach Goals
DALLAS (July 28, 2008) – As the back-to-school season approaches, parents want their children to start the school year on the right foot. It's important for parents to prepare their children by offering advice and tools that will further their academic careers. Texas Instruments and Working Mother Magazine have teamed up to offer busy moms tips and guidance to help their children make a successful transition into the new school year and beyond.
Today’s economy makes a solid high school education critical to ensure children can successfully compete for jobs in the real world after high school and college. In particular, strong math skills are increasingly important for a student's future success. Research shows that  by the time today's high school students graduate from college, more than six million jobs will require a strong background in math, science or engineering – 24 percent more than just a few years ago.¹

"The importance of parental support hit home for me when both of my children were completing high school and my oldest was applying for college," said Carol Evans, CEO and founder of Working Mother Media, including Working Mother magazine. "I learned that it is critical to use every tool and resource available to motivate and help children gain a strong educational foundation, especially in math, that will further their success." 
Parents like Evans know that every student needs a comprehensive education to be successful after graduation. The following are tips parents can use to get ready for back-to-school for their tweens and teens.
· Take advantage of available educational tools and resources for your child
· Make sure your child has the right tools in math.  

· Unlike the calculators we grew up with, graphing calculators are math learning tools used from middle school through high school.  Research has shown that students who use a graphing calculator at home and in class do better in math2, like the TI-Nspire graphing calculator from Texas Instruments designed with computer features that help students better visualize math concepts for a deeper understanding.

· Ensure you child is prepped for the SAT* or ACT exams that are so important in today’s competitive college admissions.

· Many parents are not aware that graphing calculators such as the TI-Nspire graphing calculator can be used on college entrance exams and students who use these calculators on tests can have a huge leg up.

· Students should check out The Princeton Review for test prep resources that can prepare them for college entrance exams.  They even offer free test prep questions that can be downloaded to students’ Texas Instruments graphing calculators.   

· Take advantage of homework help.

· There are many study group and tutoring options to help your child. Online resources, like Tutor.com, are available any time your child needs help – on their schedule, not on yours.  You should also check with your child’s school for more options.

· Communicate the value of math education: Math is important regardless of what your teen wants to be in life. In fact, studies show that people with strong math backgrounds are more likely to be employed and earn more.
· Get to know your child’s guidance counselor and teachers: At the beginning of the school year, become acquainted with your child's guidance counselors and teachers and stay in touch - they're a wealth of information and can ensure that your child is taking challenging classes in order to be prepared for a successful future.
· Set education and life goals with your children: Before school starts, work with your child to create a list of goals they want to accomplish during the coming semester, school year and beyond.  Discuss careers and make sure they’re choosing the courses they need to achieve their goals. Make it a priority to set goals and to help them succeed in school, not just for good grades but also for the fulfillment of their dreams.  Post them in a visible spot and review them with your child regularly to ensure you are both on track.
· Make their knowledge applicable to the real world:  Help them see how what they learn in school is important in real life, like how they can use math skills every day to make better financial choices and even budget their allowances.
"An understanding of math prepares students for the future and encouragement from parents is vital,” said Melendy Lovett, president of TI’s Education Technology business. "In joining forces with Carol Evans and Working Mother, Texas Instruments is excited to provide parents the tips and tools essential to guiding their children to a successful school year and a rewarding future.”
Visit www.momsBTSguide.com to learn more about resources available to help your child achieve success this school year.
About Carol Evans
Carol Evans is the CEO and founder of Working Mother Media, which includes Working Mother magazine, and author of "This is How We Do It: The Working Mothers' Manifesto." She has appeared on major talk shows including The Early Show, The Today Show, Good Morning America and PBS. Evans is a highly sought-after keynote speaker on the subject of work-life balancing and the advancement of women.  She is the mother of two teenagers, a daughter in high school and a son in college.
About Texas Instruments

Education Technology, a business of Texas Instruments, provides a wide range of technology tools connecting the classroom experience with real-world applications and enabling students and teachers to explore math and science interactively. Designed with leading educators and researchers, Texas Instruments educational technology and services are tested against recognized third-party research on effective instruction and improved student learning. Such research shows that use of graphing calculators and wireless classroom networks in the classroom helps teachers implement instructional strategies that lead to student collaboration, higher student interest, engagement and achievement in math. For more than 20 years, TI has worked closely with educators and administrators to develop student-focused curricular and supplemental classroom materials, and it supports the world's largest professional development organization for the appropriate use of educational technology. More information is available at education.ti.com. 

Texas Instruments (NYSE: TXN) helps customers solve problems and develop new electronics that make the world smarter, healthier, safer, greener and more fun. A global semiconductor company, TI innovates through manufacturing, design and sales operations in more than 25 countries.  For more information, go to www.ti.com.

Texas Instruments is traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol TXN. More information is located on the World Wide Web at www.ti.com. 
About Working Mother Media

Founded in 1979, Working Mother magazine reaches 2 million readers and is the only national magazine for career-committed mothers.  Its 23-year signature initiative, Working Mother 100 Best Companies, is the most important benchmark for work/life practices in corporate America.  Working Mother is published by Working Mother Media, which was founded in 2001.  WMM includes the National Association for Female Executives (NAFE), Diversity Best Practices, the WorkLife Congress, the Multicultural Women's Conference and Town Halls.  Working Mother Media's mission is to champion culture change.

¹Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics.
2 For information about research showing that graphing calculator use improves students' math skills as well as their attitudes toward math, visit www.education.ti.com/research.
* SAT & AP are registered trademarks of the College Entrance Examination Board, which was not involved in the production of and does not endorse this product. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc., which was not involved in the production of and does not endorse this product. Policies subject to change. Visit www.collegeboard.com and www.act.org for more information.

