Peace Can Bring $4400 Per Year for Every Israeli Family
Every Israeli family will increase its annual income by more than $4400 if peace is established in the region and the Arab boycott of Israel is lifted. 
To view the Multimedia News Release please visit: http://www.prnewswire.com/mnr/strategicforesight/36667/
This is a conclusion of a report, Cost of Conflict in the Middle East, by Strategic Foresight Group, a leading think-tank in Asia. It is the first time in the last 60 years that a comprehensive assessment of costs of various conflicts in the region has been undertaken on 97 different parameters. The project was supported by the Governments of Norway and Switzerland, AK Party of Turkey and Qatar Foundation. It not only covers the conflict between Israel and the Palestinian people but also the internal strife in Lebanon and the conflict in Iraq. 
The report has calculated the opportunity cost of conflict for the region since 1991 at a whopping $12 trillion. Israel’s share in this is over $1000 billion. In other words, had there been peace since 1991, an average Israeli citizen would be earning over $44000 instead of $23000 that he or she may earn next year. 

Israel’s cost of conflict is even more significant in human and psychological terms. The report says that Israel has suffered more than 34000 missile attacks since 2000. Almost 1000 Israeli citizens, 70% of them civilians, have lost life during the same period. About 123 minors have been killed in attacks on cafes, schools and buses. The report quotes a survey of the University of Haifa suggesting that more than 90% Israeli citizens fear terrorist attacks.

The Arab boycott has cost Israel an export opportunity of $30 billion per year. The tourism sector has paid very heavily for the conflict. While tourist inflow doubled or tripled in Turkey, Egypt, UAE and Jordan between 1995 and 2005, it declined in Israel costing the country about $2-3 billion every year. Tourism recovered in 2008 but not to reach the level of 5 million that it would have had there been peace. The report argues that a comprehensive peace agreement will make several projects feasible including water and gas from Sinai, new railway lines from Amman to Haifa, a joint airport at Eilat and the much talked about Red-Dead Sea Canal. 

Israel is not the only country in the Middle East to suffer from conflict. The report points out that all Arab countries could have enjoyed at least double the level of national income had there been peace since 1991. An Arab-Israeli peace would have prevented the ascent of Ayatollahs in Iran and the return of Taliban in Afghanistan.
In order to prepare the report, Strategic Foresight Group had organized workshops in Antalya, Turkey and Zurich, Switzerland, with more than 50 leading experts from the Middle East. Dr Ephraim Sneh, Prof Yair Hirschfeld, Prof Ephraim Inbar, journalist Bambi Sheleg, Itamar Yaar formerly of the Israeli National Security Council and business leader Nimrod Novik were some of the Israeli experts who participated in the workshops. For more details, please visit www.strategicforesight.com 
