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“A New Era, A New Auto Industry”
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This is a new day in the auto industry—this is when our past meets our future. Automakers have been working with many levels of government on a number of important issues. And it will now lead to several major events that’ll draw a big demarcation line between history and future.  
Our industry is like many others. We understand that the world has changed. That means we all need to change, too. There’s a new reality for business. And only industries that adapt to that new reality will survive. Today’s reality is a new, low-carbon economy. Automakers are committed to being a surviving and winning industry. We understand that our economic viability continues to depend on innovation.
But even as we accept this new reality, we still see news stories talking about events from 40 years ago—in the 1960’s. That’s when many of today’s auto industry leaders were still in high school and TV was in black and white. That past is long gone. Some still like to criticize us for our speed in putting safety belts in autos. But four decades since that debate ended, many now realize the benefits of our work expanding vehicle safety. In fact, 2008 was the nation’s safest year on our highways. That’s partly thanks to the safety enhancements automakers brought to vehicles. Instead of looking in the rearview mirror we need to focus on the road ahead.

As automakers, we believe our job is to get new technologies on the road quickly. We’re proud of what we’ve already done and we’re working hard on new innovations for the future. 
We offer customers over 130 models that get more than 30 miles-per-gallon; 35 models that are hybrids or run on clean diesel. We’re also working as hard as we can to deliver vehicles that don’t run on gasoline at all. 
This transition to a new way of using energy requires that we collaborate with government and industry like never before. Take electric vehicles, for example. Those drivers will need someplace to recharge while at work or shopping. And our communities will need an adequate supply of electricity to power all those vehicles. We all need to be planning for the future today.
Even in today’s economy, we continue stepping up to our commitments. We continue to support the 2007 energy bill, which called for a fuel economy increase of 40 percent. That’s the highest increase in U.S. history.
We expect higher mileage standards every year for the next 10 years, starting with the standards for 2011. Automakers have urged the government to set CAFE standards for multiple years. We must remember that right now our companies are designing products for 2015. We need certainty to work with our suppliers and plan the complex automobiles that will meet our energy needs. 
Many have asked whether the Environmental Protection Agency should make an endangerment finding on carbon dioxide emissions. We’re not waiting for that decision. We’re already taking action. That’s because we understand that being a successful industry means being a part of the low-carbon economy. 
In the end, we all share the same goal. California and other states have worked hard to bring the debate to where it is today. When these discussions started, it was to fill the void left by a lack of federal action on a very important issue. But that was then. Today’s administration has the opportunity to reset the debate. It can change the future by moving beyond yesterday’s old, stale debates. An Obama National Standard can bridge state and federal programs to address the environment and today’s economic realities. And the single national standard administered by the federal government can allow us all to focus on moving forward.
Automakers have been working with leaders in Washington, in the states, and in environmental groups. We’ve learned that finding a common ground, requires us to put everything on the table. What are the toughest targets that are achievable? What’s the program’s structure? Do we have a target for different classes of autos? Do we have a target for each individual manufacturer? What do we leave in and what do we leave out? Do we include flex fuel vehicle credits? Do we include air conditioning provisions? 
Now more than ever, what’s most important is that we have a national program that not only enhances energy security and addresses climate change, but also gives automakers a clear road map to compliance.
As in any industry that’s been around for more than a century, 100-plus years of decision making has meant that some worked out better than others. But we are a new industry in countless ways. Today’s industry is transforming because we must. We’re on the threshold of a new era. We have a new administration… a new way of doing business… a new generation of customers keenly aware of the importance of our issues. This all presents a bigger opportunity for change than we’ve ever seen before 
You have our commitment to continue reinventing the automobile. We’ll continue to provide you with a wide range of vehicles that are highly fuel-efficient. We will be on the leading edge of the world’s low-carbon economy; an economy in which “green” auto jobs are a fundamental part of the engine driving our communities. 
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