OPTIONS IN MANAGING EARLY BREAST CANCER

DIAGNOSIS NEO-ADJUVANT OR SURGERY ADJUVANT EXTENDED
PRIMARY SYSTEMIC ADJUVANT

Early breast cancer -) Primary systemic = Removal of tumor and - Treatment given dfter A treatment option
diagnosis therapy to shrink the surrounding tissue surgery to nelp minimize dfter five years of
tumor PFIOI' to surgery risk of recurrence tamoxifen
=% Early breast cancer (EBC) is = Used in patients with large ~» Tumor(s) removed by - Radiation and/or chemotherapy are The period following standard
cancer localized to breast tissue operable tumors to achieve breast- lumpectomy or mastectomy” frequently used to improve local adjuvant tamoxifen therapy is called
and/or nearby lymph nodes' conserving surgery instead of =% Can include removal of and systemic tumor control’ the extended adjuvant setting
= Diagnosis is verified via mastectomy, or in those unsuitable axillary lymph nodes® = This is usually followed by hormonal More than five years use of
excision/biopsy of the tumor’ for (immediate) surgery’ drug treatment in women with tamoxifen has not proven
<= Chemotherapy is used hormone-sensitive cancer’ additional benefit’
most often’ = National Comprehensive Cancer Approximately one-third of women
< Hormone (endocrine) Network (NCCN) guidelines with estrogen receptor-positive
therapy less frequently” recommend that aromatase breast cancer experience a
inhibitors be part of the optimal recurrence and over half of those
adjuvant treatment of recurrences occur more than five

postmenopausal women with years after surgery, according to the

hormone-sensitive breast cancer” Early Breast Cancer Trialists Group,
Oxford, UK
The American Society of Clinical
Oncology (ASCO) technology
assessment on adjuvant use of
aromatase inhibitors, published in
the January 2005 issue of the
Journal of Clinical Oncology,
recommends use of an aromatase
inhibitor after treatment with
tamoxifen for postmenopausal
women with receptor-positive
breast cancer"
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