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 Facts about Vancouver 2010 Olympic Torch Relay 
Tradition and History of the Olympic Torch Relay 1
· The Olympic Flame has a sacred history and symbolizes the principles of peace, brotherhood and friendship.

· Months before the Olympic Games are held, the Olympic Flame is lit on the main torch in Olympia, Greece. Once the Flame is lit, the Torch travels to Athens, Greece and then to the continent where the Olympic Games are held. 
· The Olympic Flame is carried by all different types of people including athletes, leaders and celebrities among others. 

· On the night of the Opening Ceremonies, the last person of the Torch Relay – a well guarded secret until the night of the Opening Ceremonies – ignites the cauldron where the Flame continues to burn throughout the duration of the Olympic Games. 

The 2010 Olympic Torch Relay

· The Vancouver 2010 Olympic Torch Relay will be the longest relay held in the borders of the Host Country, Canada, in history, and will begin its route in Victoria, British Columbia ending in Vancouver on February 12, 2010.  

· The Relay will span 27,000 miles lasting for 106 days and will be carried by over 12,000 people visiting over 1,000 communities and places of interests in Canada.  

· This year, the Torch was lit in Olympia, Greece on October 22 prior to being handed over to a representative of Canada in Athens, Greece on October 29 before making its trans-Atlantic flight en route to Victoria, British Columbia. 
· The 2010 Vancouver Olympic Torch was designed to represent Canada through the contours of winter landscape and lines of winter sports. The Torch was also inspired by Canada’s natural beauty, the size of its land and the strength, warmness and welcoming character of its people.  
Coca-Cola U.S. Olympic Torchbearers 

· As one of the presenting partners, Coca-Cola has chosen 20 inspiring people to be U.S. Torchbearers for the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Torch Relay.  The U.S. Torchbearers were selected because they each use their passion for positive living to affect meaningful, enduring change in local and global communities.
· The Torchbearers will carry the Olympic Flame through Calgary, Canada, on January
18-19, 2010 as it makes its way to Vancouver and the Opening Ceremony for the 2010 Olympic Winter Games on February 12, 2010.  
Did You Know?2
· At the Montreal 1976 Olympic Summer Games, the Olympic Flame was transformed to an electronic pulse. The pulse was then carried by satellite from Athens to Montreal, where a laser beam was used to light the cauldron. 

· Only twice has the Olympic Flame actually been carried over more than one continent, i.e. Athens 2004 and Beijing 2008, both of which had actually involved all five continents. 
· The first Olympic Winter Games Torch Relay occurred in 1952 in Oslo, Norway.

· People who have carried the flame include the “Miracle on Ice” – the U.S. ice hockey team that won the Olympic gold medal in 1980 - and Olympian boxer Muhammad Ali, among others.  

· The first well-known athlete to light the Flame in the stadium was nine-fold Olympic Champion Paavo Nurmi, who excited the home crowd in Helsinki in 1952.  
For questions about these tips, please contact:

Coca-Cola Media Team Representative:

Lora Grassilli 

(212) 229-2445 / LGrassilli@ccapr.com
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