TAXUS® Liberté® Paclitaxel-Eluting Stent System
Frequently Asked Questions
Q: How is the TAXUS Liberté Stent System different from the TAXUS® Express2™ Stent System?
A: The TAXUS Liberté Stent is specifically engineered for consistent drug delivery.  It leverages new stent geometry designed to achieve more uniform neointimal coverage and healing.  The TAXUS Liberté Stent also boasts thin struts and an enhanced stent delivery system for improved deliverability.
Q: Why is the TAXUS Stent family of products the only stents to use paclitaxel when all of Boston Scientific’s competitors use an olimus drug? 

A: All anti-restenotic drugs used in drug-eluting stents (DES) have different properties and mechanisms of action.  Boston Scientific is the only medical device company with FDA approval to sell a Paclitaxel-Eluting Stent System.   Backed by five years of clinical data, paclitaxel is proven and trusted.  Paclitaxel binds with and stabilizes microtubules, preventing proliferation and migration.  Sirolimus, Everolimus and Zotarolimus are believed to interfere with the mTOR signaling pathway which is one of many pathways involved in the restenotic process.
Q: Why might an Interventional Cardiologist prefer to use the TAXUS Liberté Stent instead of the TAXUS Express Stent?

A:  The TAXUS Liberté Stent employs an advanced stent design for consistent drug delivery and greater stent deliverability to the target lesion.  When compared to the TAXUS Express Stent, Boston Scientific’s second-generation TAXUS Liberté Stent features a more uniform stent architecture and a 27 percent reduction in strut thickness.  It offers physicians greater deliverability when placing the stent, as well as more even drug delivery and distribution designed to improve patient outcomes.  
Q: Will the TAXUS Liberté Stent replace the TAXUS Express Stent? 

A: Yes, however some customers may choose to continue using the TAXUS Express Stent.
Q: How is the TAXUS Liberté Stent different from the PROMUS™ Stent?

A: TAXUS Liberté is a paclitaxel-eluting stent while PROMUS is an everolimus-eluting stent.  The TAXUS Liberté Stent features a new stent architecture specifically designed for consistent drug delivery.  Like the PROMUS Stent, the TAXUS Liberté Stent has thin struts and is highly deliverable.
Q: Will TAXUS Liberté and PROMUS Stents be sold to the same customers?

A: We believe there is a place for both products on the shelf in order to give physicians multiple options to ensure the best possible outcome for the patient.
Q: What are the benefits of Boston Scientific’s two-drug portfolio? 

A: We believe by offering a choice of multiple drug-eluting stents, including the two most highly used technologies outside the U.S. (TAXUS Stent and PROMUS Stent), Boston Scientific can better serve the needs of our physicians and their patients while providing greater value to our stakeholders.

Q: Is the TAXUS Liberté Stent safer or more effective than PROMUS/Xience™ Stent? Endeavor® Stent? Cypher® Stent?

A: The FDA has declared all approved DES safe and effective.  Only the Cypher Stent can approach the rigor and duration of the TAXUS clinical program.  TAXUS Paclitaxel-Eluting Stent Systems have been evaluated by the industry’s most extensive randomized, controlled clinical trial program, as well as studied in more than 35,000 real-world patients enrolled in post-approval registries.  To date, approximately 4.6 million TAXUS Express and TAXUS Liberté Stents have been implanted worldwide, making the TAXUS Stent family of products the most used and most studied drug-eluting stents since the TAXUS Express Stent was first launched in Europe in 2003.
Q: How does the TAXUS Liberté Stent late loss data compare to other DES on the market? 

A: The TAXUS Stent family of products has consistently shown low levels of late loss (0.3-0.4 mm) that do not change significantly over time.

Q: What post-market studies will support the continued use of TAXUS Liberté Stent?

A: TAXUS Libertē is the post-approval registry for the TAXUS Liberté Stent.  This 4,200-patient study will enroll “all-comers” and report a primary endpoint of Cardiac Death or Myocardial Infarction (MI) at 12 months for on-label patients.  The study, which will follow patients for five years, is being led by primary investigators Kirk Garratt, M.D., from Lenox Hill Hospital in New York, and David P. Lee, M.D., from Stanford University Medical Center in Stanford, CA.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved the TAXUS Liberté Stent for sale on 10/10/08   

The PROMUS Stent is a private-labeled XIENCE V Everolimus eluting coronary stent system manufactured by Abbott and distributed by Boston Scientific. XIENCE is a trademark of the Abbott Laboratories group of companies.  Cypher is a trademark of Cordis Corporation.  Endeavor is a trademark of Medtronic Vascular, Inc. 
