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There are many myths about water.

One is that we have an infinite supply, if we could just figure out how 

to liberate it — from the sea, from aquifers deep in the ground, from 

ice caps and glaciers. Another myth is that the cycle of evaporation and 

rain alone will continually provide us thirsty humans with clean water 

to drink.

Yet another is that the rivers, streams and oceans are so vast, so deep, 

so plentiful that we tiny human beings can just keep dumping our trash, 

our waste and our chemicals into these waterways and nature will simply 

absorb it all and miraculously transform it back into clean drinking water.

The final myth is the most disturbing. Many people in the developed 

world still assume the global water crisis has nothing to do with them, 

that it’s a crisis for “those poor people, over there.” The painful 

truth is that the water crisis is now on every continent and in cities 

large and small. The water crisis is something affecting every human 

being on the planet, but most us just aren’t paying attention yet.

The cost of our neglect can be seen in the disturbing images in this 

book. It is estimated that 1 billion people across the planet now lack 

access to clean water — and that number is growing by the day. This 

doesn’t have to happen. As the extraordinary images on the following 

pages show, there are solutions to the world’s freshwater crisis, and 

they are within reach.

The idea of a billion people without access to clean water may seem too 

immense to ever be solved. And yet, we already know the solution for 

half of those people: Five hundred million of the world’s poorest 

people, particularly those living in rural areas, could obtain clean 

water for life for a cost of just $30 apiece by using such simple 

techniques as wells, boreholes, gravity-fed springs and rainwater 

harvesting. No fancy technologies, no big, expensive institutional 

projects — just the pragmatic applications of low-tech solutions can get 

us halfway to our goal of clean water for every person on the planet. 

And we can do it right now.

It is facts like these that make this book, ostensibly about a world 

crisis, also a work of optimism and hope. All that we need is the will 

to make that hope real; to make the emotional and financial commitment 

to get the job done.

Water is life. As we share this Blue Planet, we must promise each other 

that no person will ever again have to live--or die--without clean, 

fresh water. Fulfilling that promise is within the reach of each of us.
