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AVON UNVEILS WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT NECKLACE TO SUPPORT 
ENDING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Avon Global Ambassador Reese Witherspoon and Avon Chairman and CEO Andrea Jung Announce New Global Fundraising Efforts 

Washington, DC (March 3, 2009) – Avon Products, Inc. today announced new efforts in their crusade to end violence against women worldwide. Avon Global Ambassador Reese Witherspoon joined with Avon Chairman and Chief Executive Officer Andrea Jung to reveal the Women’s Empowerment Necklace, a new global fundraising product, at a press conference in Washington, D.C. The event was part of a multi-day series of meaningful activities marking Avon’s third annual celebration of International Women’s Day, including new grants for domestic violence programs.
“Approximately one in three women worldwide will experience some type of violence in her lifetime – that’s nearly a billion women affected,” explained Witherspoon, who serves as Avon Global Ambassador as well as Honorary Chair of the Avon Foundation for Women. “When you hear statistics like that, it’s impossible not to feel motivated to do something. The fundraising Empowerment Necklace is an easy way for women to take action and demonstrate solidarity to reduce the worldwide epidemic of violence against women. As a woman, and as a mother, I am proud to support this effort.”
The new Avon Women’s Empowerment Necklace continues Avon’s ongoing commitment to raise awareness and mobilize people to speak out against the violence that affects women around the globe. Launched as a companion piece to the extremely successful 2008 Women’s Empowerment Bracelet, which has already raised $4 million, the Empowerment Necklace features the symbol of infinity, representing futures with limitless possibilities for women everywhere. The silver-toned Necklace is accessibly priced at just $5.00 and will be sold through Avon’s Sales Representatives and on www.avon.com. All net proceeds from sales of the Empowerment Necklace ($4.11 of the $5.00 price) will be donated to the Avon Women’s Empowerment Fund, which was established by Avon in 2008 with proceeds from the Empowerment Bracelet, under the management of the Avon Foundation for Women.
Women’s Empowerment Fund and New Grants

The Avon Women’s Empowerment Fund supports programs to eradicate violence against women and help victims and their families in the U.S. and more than 40 countries worldwide. Among the beneficiaries of the Women’s Empowerment Fund is the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM).  A new commitment of $250,000 was announced today for the UNIFEM-managed UN Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women. This builds upon the grant of $1 million awarded by the Avon Foundation for Women in 2008 for the UN Trust Fund. 
Also announced today was a grant of $1.5 million to launch the Avon Center for Women and Justice at Cornell Law School. This new Center will focus on working with judges, legal professionals, governmental and nongovernmental organizations, to improve access to justice and help eliminate violence against women and girls. This brings the total Avon commitment to ending violence against women to over $14 million in five years. 

“For over 120 years, Avon has provided women with economic opportunity while serving as a change agent for critical issues that face women worldwide,” stated Jung. “The incidence of violence against women is staggering, and I am so proud that Avon continues to mobilize our resources worldwide, bringing attention to the issue while supporting important and unique new efforts to help eradicate the violence. Our goal is that one day all women and their families will enjoy safe and secure lives, and face a future of unlimited possibilities.” 
These new efforts and grants underscore Avon’s ongoing commitment to ending violence against women, which includes the Speak Out Against Domestic Violence program launched by Avon and the Avon Foundation for Women in 2004. These efforts have expanded to 45 countries, including creative, award-winning Avon domestic violence programs in Mexico and the Czech Republic. The company is also partnering with local UNIFEM offices in 13 countries to address the issue of violence against women. Behind the success of these initiatives are much-needed grassroots mobilization and fundraising, which are assets Avon brings to global philanthropy, driven by the company’s network of nearly 6 million Avon Sales Representatives worldwide.  

In the U.S., the Women’s Empowerment Necklace will be available beginning today through Avon Sales Representatives nationwide and online at www.avon.com. 100% of net proceeds ($4.11 of the $5.00 purchase price) benefit the Avon Women’s Empowerment Fund.

About Avon Products, Inc. and the Avon Foundation for Women
Avon, the company for women, is a leading global beauty company, with over $10 billion in annual revenue. As the world's largest direct seller, Avon markets to women in more than 100 countries through nearly 6 million independent Avon Sales Representatives. Avon's product line includes beauty products, fashion jewelry and apparel, and features such well-recognized brand names as Avon Color, Anew, Skin-So-Soft, Advance Techniques, Avon Naturals, and Mark. Avon is also a leader in corporate responsibility and philanthropy. In addition to Avon's heritage of women’s empowerment, the Avon Foundation for Women, a 501(c)(3) public charity, is the largest corporate foundation for women, with more than $660 million raised worldwide for breast cancer, domestic violence and emergency disaster relief. Learn more about Avon, its products and programs at www.avoncompany.com.

About Reese Witherspoon, Avon Global Ambassador 

As Avon’s Global Ambassador and Honorary Chairman of the Avon Foundation for Women, Reese Witherspoon focuses on breast cancer, domestic violence and emergency relief initiatives, and is also the spokeswoman for Avon's beauty brands and Sales Representatives. 

About UNIFEM

UNIFEM, the United Nations Development Fund for Women, provides financial and technical assistance to innovative programs and strategies to foster women’s empowerment and gender equality. Placing the advancement of women’s human rights at the centre of all of its efforts, UNIFEM focuses its activities on reducing feminized poverty; ending violence against women; reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS among women and girls; and achieving gender equality in democratic governance in times of peace as well as war. For more information, visit www.unifem.org.
