
“Bittersweet Harvest: The Bracero Program 1942-1964”

 Selected Object List
Case 1

Bunkbed 

This bunkbed is from the dormitory at the Danenberg Labor Camp in El Centro, Calif. One guarantee in the bracero agreement was hygienic lodgings adequate to the climate of employment. In reality, housing ranged from new cinder block dormitories to converted chicken coops and tents. Some men were housed in overcrowded conditions with sub-standard sanitary facilities.
Case 2 Work and Labor System
This case includes tools belonging to former braceros who worked  in citrus and date orchards and harvested fruits and vegetables.

Hat

Savas Zahvala Castro wore this hat when he worked as a bracero in California. It came to the museum as a gift from his family. Almost all bracero workers wore a hat and the type of hat could mark what Mexican state the worker came from and even his social status.     
Short-Handled Hoe

A short-handled hoe used in California fields for thinning and weeding. Known as “el cortito,” the short-handled hoe was a symbol of oppression and the source of serious back injury. California outlawed the use of this type of hoe in 1975. 
Instruction Book

This is a booklet of advice for braceros printed in 1960 by the Mexican government.  It includes instructions on how to send money back to Mexico as well as what to expect in the United States.
Contract and Identity Card

This 1961 contract and identity card belonged to Juan Loza Gonzalez.  Bracero contracts varied in length and were not always honored by the growers who hired the workers.   
Dinner Bell

Dinner bells such as the one in the exhibition, were used in large camps that had meal service.  In smaller operations, the men were required to prepare their own meals.
Case 3 Nation and Culture
Radio 

Braceros often purchased radios, sewing machines, fabric, clothing and watches.  Braceros would listen to the small radios in camp to hear music and get news from home. This radio was collected in Mexico.
Snapshots

These snapshots were taken by Angel Guzman who worked on railroad tracks in Maryland and was able to travel to D.C. and New York. Many braceros recorded their travels and experiences through photographs.  
Ex-Voto

Ex-Votos are images painted on small, flat pieces of tin representing a miracle, painted in gratitude for an answered prayer. This Ex-Voto depicts a man injured while doing track maintenance, presumably while in the bracero program. 

Poster
This World War II-era poster by Leon Helguera shows Uncle Sam and a Mexican “charro” or cowboy reaching out to rally the public and to show bi-national cooperation. 
Case 4 Oral History Recordings

Recording Equipment and Notes
This equipment captured the stories of people who lived through this historical era.  The Bracero History Project has recorded more than 700 interviews with former braceros, families, growers and others involved in the program.  

Gallery Wall

The wall features 16 original B&W images taken by photojournalist Leonard Nadel who traveled to Mexico, California and Texas in 1956 to document the realities of the Bracero Program.
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