“Abraham Lincoln: An Extraordinary Life”

Highlighted Object List

Abraham Lincoln’s Hat

Abraham Lincoln acquired this hat, which is about a modern size 7 1/8, from J.Y. Davis, a Washington hat maker. The last time he put it on was to attend a play at Ford’s Theatre on April 14, 1865. Soon after Lincoln’s assassination, the War Department preserved the hat and other material left behind. In 1867, with the Lincoln family’s permission, the hat was transferred to the Smithsonian Institution.

Iron Wedge, early 1830s

This iron wedge was found in 1885 in the home of Lincoln’s friend and instructor from New Salem, Ill., Mentor Graham. It dates to Lincoln’s stay in New Salem in the early 1830s. The initials “A. L.” appear on one side of the wedge, marked personally by Lincoln.
Fence Rail, 1829 or 1830

This piece of rail came to the Smithsonian Institution with an affidavit from John Hanks, Lincoln’s cousin. “This is to certify that this is one of the genuine rails split by A. Lincoln and myself in 1820 and 30.”

Patent Model, 1849

On May 22, 1849, Lincoln received a patent for his method for lifting boats over shoals. It was assigned patent number 6469. According to William Herndon, Lincoln’s law partner, he was inspired to design this devise after being stuck in shallow waters during a boat trip to Niagara Falls. Lincoln worked on producing the model with the help of Walter Davis, a local Springfield, Ill., mechanic. There is no evidence that Lincoln ever sought to put the idea into production after obtaining the patent.

Pekin Courthouse Desk

This wooden desk is from the Pekin courthouse in Tazewell County, Ill. Lincoln and his fellow circuit lawyers shared this workspace as they prepared their cases at the courthouse in the 1840s and 1850s. Senator Everett Dirksen purchased the desk for his personal use when he stayed at his mother-in-law’s Pekin home. Following the Senator’s death, Mrs. Dirksen donated it to the Smithsonian Institution in 1970.

Volk Life Mask and Hands, 1860

These are plaster casts of Lincoln’s face and hands from the original mold made by Chicago artist Leonard Volk. Volk first asked Lincoln to pose for him during the 1858 Senatorial campaign. It was not until April of 1860 that Lincoln went to Volk’s studio and allowed the artist to make a mold of his face.

Following Lincoln’s presidential nomination, Volk traveled to Springfield, Ill., and on May 21, 1860, cast the nominee’s hands. Lincoln’s right hand was swollen from shaking the hands of his supporters. To steady his hand in the mold, Lincoln went out to the wood shed and cut off a piece of broom handle. The original wood was later placed in Volk’s personal copy of the hand.
Volk’s copy of the life mask and hands, along with bronze replicas produced by Augustus St. Gauden, were presented in 1886 to the United States government for preservation in the National Museum. The donation was made on the condition that the original plaster casts should never be tampered with. Any future casts could only be made from the bronze replicas, which were not to be copied before 1896.

Campaign Banner, 1860

This two-sided hand-painted cotton banner was made for the Belfast Wide Awake Club in Maine. On one side it reads “LINCOLN AND HAMLIN/ SURE/ IN NOVEMBER/ FOR JUSTICE SHALL/ TRIUMPH.” On the reverse side it reads “BELFAST/ WIDE AWAKE/ CLUB/ WASHBURN TRIUMPHANT/ IN SEPTEMBER.” “Washburn Triumphant” refers to the election of Israel Washburn, Jr., as governor of Maine in 1860. The banner is part of a much larger collection of campaign material from the 1860 presidential campaign in the museum’s collection.

Parade Axe, 1860

This parade is also from the 1860 campaign. One side reads “Fear Not Old Abe is Ours” and the other side reads “Our Good Times Coming Boys.” The axe is part of a much larger collection of campaign material from the 1860 presidential campaign in the museum’s collection.
Parade Transparency, 1860

This three-sided transparency was originally illuminated from inside by a small oil lamp and carried in campaign parades.
Presentation Henry Rifle
The New Haven Arms Company presented this gold mounted, engraved Henry rifle to Lincoln in an effort to influence the sale of their weapons to the Army. The rifle is engraved with floral design and “Lincoln/President/USA” on the side. The stock is engraved “Henry’s Patent Oct. 16, 1860/Manufactured.” 

Abraham Lincoln’s Suit
Lincoln wore this suit comprising of black broadcloth coat, trousers, and vest during his presidency. After Lincoln’s death, the suit was given to William Morris Hunt to paint a posthumous portrait in 1865. Hunt’s widow donated the clothing to the Smithsonian in 1894. 

Emancipation Proclamation Inkstand

This brass inkstand is from the desk of Major Thomas Eckert in the War Department telegraph office. At the time, the War Department handled all of the president’s telegrams and Lincoln frequently stopped by to obtain the latest news of the war. Lincoln often used the major’s desk and, according to Eckert, composed an early draft of the Emancipation Proclamation while sitting there in the summer of 1862. 
Mary Todd Lincoln’s Purse, 1863

Mary Lincoln’s name and the year, 1863, are engraved inside the ring on this gold evening purse.

Tad Lincoln’s Watch, mid 1860s

Tad Lincoln’s Swiss gold watch is from Tiffany and Sons of New York.
Mary Todd Lincoln’s Dress, 1861

This purple velvet ensemble consists of a skirt, an evening bodice and a daytime bodice. The skirt and bodices are trimmed with white satin and the evening bodice is also trimmed with lace chenille fringe. The ensemble is believed to have been made by Elizabeth Keckley, a former slave, and worn by Mary Lincoln during the 1861-62 Washington winter social season.

Silver Service
The museum received this silver service from Lincoln’s great-grandson, Isham Lincoln. Each of the pieces is engraved on one side with the monogram “MTL.” It is likely the service given to the First Lady as a gift from the citizens of New York.

White House Coffee Cup

Captain D. W. Taylor presented this cup to Robert Todd Lincoln in 1887. He explained that a White House servant had seen the president leave the cup behind on a windowsill just before departing for the theater and preserved it as a relic of that tragic night.
Lincoln Conspirators’ Prison Hoods

Secretary of War Edwin Stanton ordered that the imprisoned conspirators wear hoods at all times. These canvas hoods with rope ties were made for this purpose. The accused reportedly wore these hoods in their cells and when on route to trial. 

In 1903, the War Department transferred to the Smithsonian a collection of material, including the eight hoods, shackles and keys associated with the imprisonment of Lincoln’s assassins. 

Mills Life Mask, 1865

On February, 11, 1865, Abraham Lincoln agreed to permit sculptor Clark Mills to make a life mask of his face. This would be the second life mask Lincoln had made, just two months before his death. This mask shows the strain of the presidency on Lincoln when compared to the earlier Volk mask. While other copies of the mask exist, this one, like the Volk mask, was the artist’s personal copy. It was given to the Smithsonian by the artist’s son, Theodore Mills, in 1889.

Mourning Watch

Mary Lincoln used this black onyx lapel watch as her personal timepiece for the remainder of her life.

Scarf Pin

This gold in with an image of Abraham Lincoln was among Mary Lincoln’s possessions when she died.
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