Veteran Support – IAVA
Campaign Sponsors:

Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America

Volunteer Advertising Agency:
BBDO NY

BACKGROUND:

The mental health consequences of combat threaten to overwhelm a new generation of veterans. Of the 1.7 million veterans who are serving or have served in Iraq or Afghanistan, nearly one third suffer from depression, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, or Traumatic Brain Injury. 
Research shows that many veterans avoid seeking help because of the stigma associated with treatment or fear of being diagnosed with a mental illness. However, those who do seek help often cite their family as the catalyst for support. Untreated mental health conditions can lead to other debilitating problems in the veterans’ community including high rates of unemployment, suicide, homelessness, substance abuse, divorce, and child abuse.  
CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVE:
This campaign’s long-term objective is to decrease the depression and PTSD-related outcomes among returning vets. It is a multi-year, multimedia campaign that targets Iraq and Afghanistan veterans, as well as their family and friends.

CAMPAIGN DESCRIPTION:

Veteran Campaign: Originally launched on Veteran’s Day, November 2008, the first series of ads speaks to veterans directly and encourages them to visit www.CommunityOfVeterans.org, the first social networking site exclusively for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans. Here veterans can interact with one another in a private online community, share their experiences in a safe forum, and access critical resources.
Family and Friends Campaign: The new multimedia campaign empowers the family and friends of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans by giving them the tools and resources to start the conversation and help veterans transition to civilian life. The PSAs direct family and friends to a new website, www.SupportYourVet.org, where they can interact with one another in an online community, and access conversation tips, critical mental health resources and information on navigating the VA.
TARGET AUDIENCE:


Iraq and Afghanistan veterans and their friends and families 
FOR MORE CAMPAIGN INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

Katie VanLangen

Director of Strategic Partnerships

Iraq & Afghanistan Veterans of America (IAVA)
292 Madison Avenue, 10th Floor 
New York, NY 10017

Email: Katie@iava.org

Phone:
(212) 982-9699

Web: 
www.iava.org

OR

Trace Della Torre

Campaign Manager

The Advertising Council, Inc.

815 Second Avenue

New York, NY  10017

Email: tdellatorre@adcouncil.org

Phone:
(212) 984-1984

Fax:
(212) 922-1676

Web: 
www.adcouncil.org

TO ORDER ADDITIONAL CAMPAIGN MATERIALS, PLEASE CONTACT:  

CI Group

10 Salem Industrial Park

Whitehouse, NJ 08888

Email: AdCouncil@ci-groupusa.com

Phone: (908) 534-6100

Fax: (908) 534-5151

