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Autism Awareness

Campaign Sponsor:  Autism Speaks

Volunteer Advertising Agency:  BBDO New York 

CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVE:

This campaign aims to raise awareness of and increase parental knowledge about the prevalence of autism and to empower parents to take action if their child is not meeting certain developmental milestones.

BACKGROUND:

Autism is the fastest-growing serious developmental disorder in the United States. Fifteen years ago only 1 in 10,000 children was diagnosed with autism; today that rate is 1 in 150. Despite these epidemic proportions, research shows that many parents of young children have very little knowledge about autism. While there is currently no cure for autism and no effective means to prevent it, early detection and intervention can result in critical improvements for many young children. 
CAMPAIGN DESCRIPTION:

The PSAs juxtapose the odds of Grammy award-winning recording artist Toni Braxton’s and professional golfer Ernie Els’ many accomplishments with the startling odds of having a child diagnosed with autism, and urge viewers to learn the signs of the disorder at www.autismspeaks.org. 
TARGET AUDIENCE:
Parents of children ages 0-6, with an emphasis on those with younger children. 

DID YOU KNOW:

· 1 in 150 children is diagnosed with autism.
· There are almost 1.5 million people with autism in this country alone, with nearly 3 children being diagnosed per hour.   With appropriate early-intervention services, from ages 3-5, between 20% and 50% of children diagnosed with autism will be able to attend mainstream kindergarten. 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), 2007.
FOR ADDITIONAL 

CAMPAIGN INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

Deborah Leiter
VP, Campaign Director
The Advertising Council, Inc.

815 Second Avenue, 10th Floor

New York, NY  10017
dleiter@adcouncil.org

Phone:
(212) 984-1922
Fax:
(212) 922-1676

www.adcouncil.org

Autism Speaks

2 Park Avenue, 11th floor

New York, NY 10016

Phone: (212) 252-8584 

Fax:  (212) 252-8676

www.autismspeaks.org
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