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BACKGROUND:

Unfortunately, many teens experience abuse and violence in their young relationships, and digital dating abuse is increasingly becoming a serious problem unique to this millennial generation of teens.  To help teens build healthy relationships, this campaign uses digital examples of controlling behavior online and by cell phone to encourage teens to draw their own line about what is, or is not, acceptable relationship behavior. 
CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVE:

To prevent teen dating abuse by helping teens acknowledge that controlling behavior online or by cell phone can be forms of abuse.  All campaign elements, including the PSAs, will drive traffic to www.ThatsNotCool.com where teens can learn about the issue, and equip themselves with the tools to talk about it.

TARGET AUDIENCE:
· Transitional Teens (boys and girls in 8th and 9th grade who are just starting to experience intimate relationships and are building their own opinions about what is, or is not, acceptable relationship behavior) 
DID YOU KNOW:

· Teen dating abuse is prevalent.

· Approximately 1 in 3 adolescent girls in the United States is a victim of physical, emotional or verbal abuse from a dating partner – a figure that far exceeds victimization rates for other types of violence affecting youth.

· 1 in 3 teens reports knowing a friend or peer who has been hit, punched, kicked, slapped or physically hurt by a partner.

· Cell phones and the internet have become prime environments for dating abuse.

· 1 in 4 teens in a relationship say they have been called names, harassed or put down by their partner through cellphones and texting 

· 30% of teens have been text messaged 10, 20 or 30 times an hour by a partner wanting to know where they are, what they’re doing, or who they’re with.

· More than half of teen girls (51%) say pressure from a guy is a reason girls send sexy messages or images, and 18% of teen boys say pressure from a girl is a reason. 12% of teen girls who have sent sexually suggestive messages or images say they felt “pressured” to do so.
 
· 68% of teens say that boyfriends/girlfriends sharing private or embarrassing photos/videos on cell phones and computers is a serious problem.

· Sending unwanted text messages, pressuring for nude pictures, breaking into social networking sites, and other controlling behavior that occurs digitally is often not recognized as abuse by teens.  And when teens do feel that they’re experiencing digital abuse, they often don’t know how to talk about it or get help.
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