High School Dropout Prevention/ BOOST

Campaign Sponsor: The United States Army

CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVE:

To encourage teens to stay in school and graduate.  

BACKGROUND:

Approximately 7,000 high school students drop out every school day, which translates to one in three students in our country.
 Research shows that the decision to drop out doesn’t happen overnight but is part of a slow process of disengagement from school. The decision is complex and personal and relates to each student’s unique life circumstances.

CAMPAIGN DESCRIPTION:

The goal of the Boost campaign is to support, encourage, and create an identity for those who may be at risk of dropping out.  By featuring the real stories of potential graduates at risk of dropping out, the campaign encourages teens, parents and adult influencers to give these struggling students the boost (encouragement) they need to stay in school and graduate. 

At www.boostup.org, visitors can follow the video story submissions of our profiled students.  Teens and adults will then be able to send boosts to either our profiled students or students in their own communities.  There are also sections for parents and teens, which provide resources and guidance on issues relating to school, crisis and community. 

TARGET AUDIENCE:
Friends, parents and adult influencers of at-risk students, ages 9-17. 

DID YOU KNOW:

· Dropping out is a process, not a decision. 
· 95% of teens say that it’s very important for them to graduate, but graduation rates are much lower.

· The national dropout rate is 30%. Estimates in some school districts hover around 50%.
· 59-65% of students who drop out of school missed class often the year before, developing a pattern of skipping class, long lunches, and refusing to wake up in the morning.

· According to research2, there is no single overriding cause of dropping out. It’s typically a confluence of factors.

· Top Reasons for Leaving School:

· Classes weren’t interesting

· Low adult expectations

· Poor attendance

· Failing in school

· Had to help family

· Became a parent

· Too much freedom
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� (America’s Promise Alliance – Cities in Crisis: A Special Analytic Report on High School Graduation)
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