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Ace Lawn Care 

Fact Sheet

Overview:  In a recent study conducted by Ace Hardware, 81 percent of Americans said that the key to having a good lawn is lush, green grass. Ace’s “Helpful Hardware Man,” Lou Manfredini, has compiled some easy-to-follow tips for getting the greenest lawn on the block.

· The first step is to dethatch your lawn to remove sticks, debris and dead grass. Dethatching ensures that the grass in your lawn can receive the sunlight and nutrients it needs to keep growing. To do this, lightly pull a rake across your lawn – you might be surprised how much you pull up!

· Core aerating your lawn is another way that you can provide airflow to your lawn’s roots and help promote healthy growth. If you have a smaller yard, consider purchasing a handheld aerator.  These do a great job and are an eco-friendly option.  For larger yards, you’ll need to rent a core aerator and simply push the machine over your lawn. Both aerators will pull out plugs of soil about two to four inches long and are available at your local Ace store.
· Once your lawn cleanup is complete, you’ll need to do some information gathering to learn what kind of lawn you have. Your local Ace representative can help you determine what types of lawns are common in your area, or ask your neighbors what type of grass they grow.

· Now that you know what kind of grass you have, head to your local Ace store and purchase enough seed to coat your lawn. A good rule of thumb is two to four pounds of seed for every 1,000 feet you are planting.  

· Once the seed is down, you’ll need to fertilize. Different types of grass and soils need different types of fertilizer, so be sure to ask your local Ace representative what the best fertilizer is for your lawn. One thing to note: be sure not to use a fertilizer with an herbicide right after planting your grass seed, as it will kill your seedlings!

· You’ll also want to fertilize your lawn once more before the winter months, to help make sure it comes back nice and healthy in the spring.

· Water is an essential component to any beautiful lawn. On average, a lawn needs one to two inches of water every week, whether it comes naturally or from a sprinkler. You can measure the amount of water you give by the length of time that you run a sprinkler. Most sprinklers will give you that conversion information on their packaging, but you can also attach a water timer to your spigot that will turn it off when enough water has been given. 

· Finally, once your lawn is growing beautifully, don’t forget to mow. A good height for a lawn is two inches and it’s best to mow frequently – around once a week – to make sure the lawn stays that height. If your lawn has gotten much longer than that, make sure you gradually cut it down over a couple of weeks. If you cut off more than one-third of the lawn’s length in one mow, you’ll shock the grass and risk killing it.
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Common Problems

Every lawn faces its share of problems.  Here are some tips on how to beat them:

· Weeds: Weeds can be stubborn plants to kill, but that doesn’t mean that they have to ruin your lawn. There are several liquid herbicides, as well as fertilizers with herbicides, that will do a lot toward getting rid of weeds. But for the especially pesky ones, nothing beats pulling or digging your weeds – and their roots – out by hand.

· Moss: If your lawn contains moss or other fungi, it could be a sign that your soil is too acidic. Try laying lime down on your soil or using a fertilizer that contains moss control. Consult an expert if you’re not sure how to proceed to avoid doing any damage.

· Bugs: While most bugs are perfectly harmless to your lawn, there are certain ones to keep your eye out for.  Take a walk across your lawn and see if there is an infestation of small flying bugs anywhere, such as beetles or ants. If there is, you’ll need to get rid of them – try using fertilizer with bug control or a liquid spray that will stop the critters from damaging your lawn.

For More Information or Media Interviews

If you are interested in receiving additional information on caring for your lawn or would like to schedule an interview with Ace‘s “Helpful Hardware Man,” Lou Manfredini, please contact:

Contact Information: Erin Hawkinson, 202-292-4574 or erinh@dbcpr.com



          Bryan Tapella, 630-990-8268 or media@acehardware.com
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