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TO: NEWS PRODUCERS, ASSIGNMENT EDITORS, AUTO REPORTERS
** EMBARGOED UNTIL 12:01AM ET ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2013 **

MultiVu Video Feed: INSURANCE INSTITUTE FOR HIGHWAY SAFETY ISSUES FIRST CRASH AVOIDANCE RATINGS UNDER NEW TEST PROGRAM; SEVEN MIDSIZE VEHICLES EARN TOP MARKS FOR FRONT CRASH PREVENTION
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NEWS: IIHS issues first crash avoidance ratings under new test program;  Seven midsize vehicles earn top marks for front crash prevention
FORMAT:  B-roll and Soundbites 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  Video, hard copy requests, downloadable MPEG4, contact information and more available at http://multivu.prnewswire.com/broadcast/63437/press.html
STORY SUMMARY:

A new test program by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) rates the performance of front crash prevention systems to help consumers decide which features to consider and encourage automakers to speed adoption of the technology. The rating system is based on research by the Highway Loss Data Institute (HLDI) indicating that forward collision warning and automatic braking systems are helping drivers avoid front-to-rear crashes. 
  
The Institute rates models with optional or standard front crash prevention systems as superior, advanced or basic depending on whether they offer autonomous braking, or autobrake, and, if so, how effective it is in tests at 12 and 25mph. Vehicles rated superior have autobrake and can avoid a crash or substantially reduce speeds in both tests. For an advanced rating a vehicle must have autobrake and avoid a crash or reduce speeds by at least 5 mph in 1 of 2 tests. To earn a basic rating, a vehicle must have a forward collision warning system that meets National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration performance criteria. For a NHTSA endorsement, a system must issue a warning before a specified time in 5 of 7 test trials under three scenarios. The agency identifies vehicles with compliant systems at safercar.gov/Safety+Ratings. 
  
Moderately priced and luxury midsize cars and SUVs are the first to be evaluated in the new IIHS test program. These include 74 vehicles, all 2013-14 models. Seven earn the highest rating of superior when equipped with optional autobrake and forward collision warning systems. They are the Cadillac ATS sedan and SRX SUV, Mercedes-Benz C Class sedan, Subaru Legacy sedan and Outback wagon, Volvo S60 sedan and XC60 SUV.
SOUNDBITES:  

( David Zuby, chief research officer, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety

B-ROLL INCLUDES: Test track and other related footage 
VIDEO PROVIDED BY:  Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
FOR STORY INFO, CONTACT:  Russ Rader, (703) 247-1500

FOR TECHNICAL INFORMATION OR HARD COPY, PLEASE CALL: MultiVu Media Relations, 800-653-5313 EXT. 3

