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What you DIDN’T know about food waste
The majority of today’s consumers won’t hesitate to recycle aluminum cans and glass bottles, but they probably don’t think twice about tossing leftover food into the trash. The truth is, where you put that apple core can make a difference.
Consider the following facts:

· The average American family of four generates about 36 pounds of food waste each week; nearly 1 ton a year. (Source: InSinkErator. Data on file.) 
· The amount of food waste generated in the U.S. has almost tripled since 1960 (12.2 million tons). Today, food scraps constitute 14.1 percent of waste from homes. (Source: EPA)
· Less than 3 percent of the 34 million tons of food waste generated in 2009 was recovered and recycled. The rest – nearly 33 million tons – was thrown away. (Source: EPA)
· Food waste in landfills decomposes and produces methane, a potent greenhouse gas 21 times more potent than carbon dioxide. (Source: EPA)

· Both composting and disposers keep food waste out of landfills. Composting food waste can be a great solution, but it isn’t always practical in many homes and colder climates. There are about 183 centralized food scrap composting programs throughout the U.S. (Source: BioCycle, July 2011).
· Food scraps are 70 percent water, making it easy for disposers to pulverize and send to wastewater treatment facilities – thereby diverting it from landfills. Today, many advanced wastewater treatment plants are able to convert food scraps into renewable energy through a process called anaerobic digestion. These plants can also recycle food waste into biosolids (akin to compost) for use as fertilizer.   
· There are at least 704 municipal wastewater treatment plants in the U.S. with anaerobic digestion, and about half use biogas for heat or energy production. (Source: InSinkErator. Data on file.) One treatment plant, the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, estimates it saves residents about $1-2 million each year by generating its own renewable power.  
Headquartered in Racine, Wis., InSinkErator, a division of Emerson, is the world’s largest manufacturer of food waste disposers and instant hot water dispensers. For more information, visit the company’s website at www.insinkerator.com.
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