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MULTIVU VIDEO FEED: Interventional Radiologists Advance MS Research: 

Vein-opening Treatment Safe
Doctors Hope Results Encourage More Research to Explore Minimally Invasive Treatment Options for Those with Multiple Sclerosis
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NEWS:  Early Study of 231 MS Patients Details Safety of Using Angioplasty to Widen Internal Jugular and Azygos Veins
FORMAT:   B-roll and Soundbites 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  Video, hard copy requests, downloadable MPEG4, contact information and more available at http://multivu.prnewswire.com/broadcast/49179/press.html
STORY SUMMARY: 

Understanding that angioplasty—a medical treatment used by interventional radiologists to widen the veins in the neck and chest to improve blood flow—is safe may encourage additional studies for its use as a treatment option for individuals with multiple sclerosis, say researchers at the Society of Interventional Radiology’s 36th Annual Scientific Meeting in Chicago, Ill.

In a retrospective study, 231 MS patients (age range, 25 to 70 years old; 147 women, 84 men) underwent this endovascular treatment of the internal jugular and azygos veins with or without placement of a stent (a tiny mesh tube). The results show that such treatment is safe when performed in the hospital or on an outpatient basis—with 97 percent treated without incident.
About 500,000 people in the United States have MS, generally thought of as an incurable, disabling

autoimmune disease in which a person’s body attacks its own cells. The Society of Interventional Radiology issued a position statement last fall supporting high-quality clinical research to determine the safety and effectiveness of interventional MS treatments, recognizing that the role of CCSVI (chronic cerebrospinal venous insufficiency) in MS and its endovascular treatment by an interventional radiologist via angioplasty and/or stents to open up veins could be transformative for patients

More information about the Society of Interventional Radiology, interventional radiologists and minimally invasive treatments can be found online at www.SIRweb.org.
SOUNDBITES:  

· Gary P. Siskin, M.D., FSIR, an interventional radiologist, chair of the radiology

department at Albany Medical Center
· Kenneth Mandato, M.D., an interventional radiologist, Albany Medical Center in Albany, N.Y.
· Denise Manley, MS Patient
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