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TO: NEWS PRODUCERS, ASSIGNMENT EDITORS

MultiVu Video Feed:   ACTIVISION PLEDGES TO FIND 1,000 JOBS AND DONATES $1 MILLION FROM CALL OF DUTY: BLACK OPS TO TRAIN AND HIRE VETERANS
Proceeds from the Biggest Entertainment Launch of the Year will Help Fund the Call of Duty Endowment
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NEWS: Call Of Duty Endowment Donation Helps Provides Soldiers With Transition To Civilian Life, Career Training
FORMAT:  B-roll and Soundbites 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  Video, hard copy requests, downloadable MPEG2, contact information and more available at http://multivu.prnewswire.com/broadcast/46939/press.html

STORY SUMMARY:

There are over 500,000 unemployed veterans between the ages of 18 and 64 in the U.S. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 3/23/09).  And the latest October unemployment data released by the Labor Department show the jobless rate for all veterans is 21% higher than the rate for all Americans.  More than half of employers surveyed recently do not believe they have “a complete understanding of the qualifications ex-service members offer,” and more than three quarters of veterans themselves find it difficult to “effectively translate their military skills into civilian terms.”
Recognizing that the private sector is as responsible as the government is in trying to reassimilate those who have served their country, Activision pledged to find 1,000 jobs and give $1 million dollars from the proceeds of Call of Duty: Black Ops to The Call of Duty Endowment, a non-profit, public benefit corporation founded by Activision Blizzard that helps soldiers with the transition to civilian life and to establish jobs and careers. 
Using the launch of Call of Duty: Black Ops to raise awareness for the issue of veterans unemployment, Activision honored service members from the six branches of the Armed Forces who played a series of multiplayer matches against each other, which triggered Activision’s $1 million donation to The Call of Duty Endowment.  The event kicked off with a celeb-studded ‘black carpet’ where Zach Braff, Jack Osbourne and many others celebrities spoke about the importance of finding veterans employment.  
For more information visit: http://www.callofdutyendowment.org
SOUNDBITES:  

( Master Chief Petty Officer Maurice Wilson (United States Navy – Retired)
( Robert Kotick, CEO of Activision Blizzard
( Celebrities supporting the Call of Duty Endowment
( Governor Gray Davis

B-ROLL INCLUDES: **Armed Forces playing in Tournament**Gameplay footage**Donation Presentation**
VIDEO PROVIDED BY:  Activision Publishing, Inc.
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