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MultiVu Video: SHINING NEW LIGHT ON AMERICAN HISTORY:

National Museum of American History Reopens on November 21

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  Video, hard copy requests, downloadable MPEG2, contact information and more available at http://www.prnewswire.com/broadcast/35484/press.shtml

STORY SUMMARY:

The Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History will open its doors to the public Friday, Nov. 21, providing a new look at the almost 200-year-old Star-Spangled Banner and a rare chance to see the White House copy of President Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. The reopening will mark the completion of a two-year, $85 million renovation of the building’s center core, dramatically transforming the museum’s architectural appeal while reorganizing and renewing the presentation of its extensive collections.

Highlights Include:

· The Star-Spangled Banner - The Star-Spangled Banner, the flag that inspired the national anthem, will return to the heart of the museum in a dramatic new display that provides a contemplative setting for visitors. A 40 by 19 foot abstract representation of the flag will soar above the entrance and will be a focal point of the center atrium.. 

· The Gettysburg Address - Lincoln’s short address at the Gettysburg, Pa. cemetery on Nov. 19, 1863, became one of the most eloquent speeches in American history. The manuscript that will be on view in the museum’s new Albert H. Small Documents Gallery is one of five drafts, the last known to have been written by Lincoln. 

· Artifact Walls - The artifact display walls will offer 275 linear feet of glass-fronted cases lining the first and second floors of the museum’s central corridors, and showcase an enormous variety of objects, from the everyday to the extraordinary, to convey the astonishing depth and breadth of the Museum’s collections. 

Other American icons on view include Julia Child’s Kitchen; the portable writing desk Thomas Jefferson used to draft the Declaration of Independence; the Gunboat Philadelphia; an Edison light bulb; and a portion of the Woolworth’s lunch counter from segregation-era Greensboro, N.C
SOUNDBITES:  Brent Glass, Director, National Museum of American History; Gary Haney, Design Partner, Skidmore, Owings and Merrill
B-ROLL INCLUDES: Building exterior, Star-Spangled Banner and Gallery, Gettysburg Address, Greensboro lunch counter, Ruby Slippers, Kermit, Huey helicopter
VIDEO PROVIDED BY:  The Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History
PHOTO CAPTIONS:  Cross section of the Museum, Artifact Walls, Abstract Flag and Grand Stair Case
FOR TECHNICAL INFORMATION OR HARD COPY, PLEASE CALL: 

MultiVu Media Relations, 800-653-5313 EXT. 3

