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MultiVu Video: NATIONAL PATIENT ACCESSIBILITY WEEK PROMOTES 

ACCESSIBLE HEALTHCARE FOR ALL 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  Video, hard copy requests, downloadable MPEG2, contact information and more available at http://www.prnewswire.com/broadcast/34067/press.shtml

STORY SUMMARY:

Healthcare organizations and patient and advocacy groups around the country will come together November 1 – 7, 2008, to celebrate National Patient Accessibility Week (NPAW). NPAW is a national education and awareness-building campaign focused on the reality that healthcare providers need and are obligated by law to have accessible, barrier-free facilities for patients who have disabilities. And, NPAW also supports the need for accessible healthcare facilities for patients with other mobility concerns, including elderly and obese patients.
On October 31, 2008, Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio, which has a national reputation for accommodating students with disabilities, will sponsor an event for healthcare providers and architects. Please contact Jeffrey Vernooy at 937.775.5680 for more information. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs is also planning an event for providers and the media on healthcare accessibility at the James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital in Tampa, Florida. Please contact Carolyn Clark at 813.979.3645 for more information. 

SOUNDBITES:  

*Dr. Audrey Nelson, Director, Patient Safety Center of Inquiry, Tampa VA
B-ROLL INCLUDES: 

***VA Hospital Exterior***Man Wheeled into Hospital***Wheelchair Scale*** Elderly Man Assisted on Barrier-Free® Exam Table***Accessible Lift***Obese Person on Barrier-Free Table***Disabled Person on Barrier-Free Table***Disabled Person Enters Hospital***
VIDEO PROVIDED BY:  Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), the Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund (DREDF), the American Council of the Blind (ACB), the Office of Disability Services at Wright State University and Midmark Corporation
PHOTO CAPTIONS: 
Height adjustable examination tables that are wheelchair height address the physical limitations of all patients, including the elderly, disabled, obese and expectant mothers.

Accessible scales allow a medical provider to comply with the ADA, by accurately obtaining the weight of all patients during a medical visit.

FOR TECHNICAL INFORMATION OR HARD COPY, PLEASE CALL: 

MultiVu Media Relations, 800-653-5313 EXT. 3

